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Serving Christ by Spreading His Word and Sharing His Love with All People 

A Message from Pr. Weitzel 
Weôve hardly put the Christmas decorations away, and already itôs time for Lent! 

 

And yet the theme of this season is a good one for our renewal here at Good Shepherd:  ñReturn to the 

Lord.ò 

 

We will hear that ancient call of the prophets stated by Joel on Ash Wednesday:   

Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your hearté. Return to the Lord, your God, for he 

is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.ò 

 

Joel was not the first to issue this call.  Moses had said it before him in Deuteronomy 30:1-3 around 

1,200 B.C.:  ñWhen all these things have happened to you, the blessings and the curses that I have set 

before you, if you call them to mind among all the nations where the LORD your God has driven you, 

and return to the LORD your God, and you and your children obey him with all your heart and with all 

your soul, just as I am commanding you today, then the LORD your God will restore your fortunes and 

have compassion on you, gathering you again from all the peoples among whom the LORD your God 

has scattered you.ò 

 

Two hundred years later at the height of Israelôs glory, in 1,000 B.C., King David wrote his great 

Psalm of repentance, from which we get the offertory that asks God to  ñcreate in me a clean heart,ò 

and there we also read, ñThen I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you.ò (Ps. 

15:13) 

 

When Israel began its decline, the prophet Isaiah issued the call to the northern kingdom in 800 B.C.: 

ñFor thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel:  In returning and rest you shall be saved;  in quiet-

ness and in trust shall be your strength.ò  (Is. 30:15) 

 

And he put forth the promise from God:  ñI have swept away your transgressions like a cloud, and your 

sins like mist;  return to me, for I have redeemed you.ò  (Is. 44:22) 

 

Hosea in 700 B.C. continued what Isaiah had begun:  ñBut as for you, return to your God, hold fast to 

love and justice, and wait continually for your God.ò  (Hos. 12:6) 

 

Jeremiah carried the call and the promise to the southern kingdom in 600 B.C.:  ñI will give them a 

heart to know that I am the Lord; and they shall be my people and I will be their God, for they shall 

return to me with their whole heart.ò  (Jer. 24:7) 

 

And when the walls of the temple fell and the people deported and there appeared to be no hope, Jere-

miah again issued the call even in his Lamentations:  ñLet us test and examine our ways, and return to 

the Lord.ò  (Lam. 3:40) 

 

So also did Zechariah in 500 B.C. during the exile:  ñReturn to me, says the Lord of hosts, and I will 

return to you, says the Lord of hosts.ò  (Zech. 1:3) 

 

So also did Malachi in 400 B.C.:  ñReturn to me, and I will return to you, says the Lord of 

hosts.ò  (Mal. 3:7) 

 

The fulfillment of all these prophecies over so many centuries is the ultimate gift and ultimate blessing 

of Jesus Christ.  ñFor while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly,ò says St. 

Paul in Romans 5:6,9.  ñGod proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for 

us.ò 

 

Therefore let us heed the call of this season and return to the Lord in faithfulness. 

 

See you in church! 

 

Pastor Weitzel 
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Announcements  
 
 
Who Was Helped by LWF Last Year?   

 

Take a look at the Lutheran World Relief poster in the narthex to see a 

map and detailed summary of numbers of quilts and health care kits pro-

vided throughout the world.  LWF served more than 623,000 people in 26 

countries with goods and donations amounting to $12.6 million.  That in-

cluded 311,763 personal care kits just like we here at Good Shepherd are 

making for this year's campaign.  Isn't it great to be partners in ministry 

like this! 

 

 

Volunteers Needed to Help Load LWF Truck Feb 14 

 

Volunteers are needed to help load approximately 500 boxes from area churches into a large semi truck for Lutheran World 

Relief.  Member Scott Eliason will be driving the truck. 

 

The date for loading is Tue., Feb 14 at 11 a.m.  Only a handful of folks came last year, and we need many more hands to deal 

with as many boxes as there are. 

 

Join us for this worthwhile endeavor that helps so many needy around the world.  (See related article on ñWho Was Helped 

by LWFò elsewhere in this newsletter.) 

 

 

New Members to Be Received Feb. 19 

 

Two new members will be received at services on Feb. 19.  They are Thomas Nolting and the Rev. Deborah Steed. 

 

Tom was born in New Haven, CN and was raised Lutheran in Indiana.  He has been living in Tampa for a number of years. 

 

Deborah is an ELCA Pastor who has been in Tampa only a short while without call, accompanying her husband who is a doc-

tor as he took up a practice here. 

 

Be sure to welcome these two newest members to Godôs family of Good Shepherd on Feb. 19! 

 

 

Pastor to Lead Adult Bible Class Between Services 

 

Pastor Weitzel will lead an adult bible study class between services on Sundays during Lent, beginning Feb. 26.  The class 

will study stories and verses from the Bible that deal with Godôs will to gain insight in how it is that we discern that will. 

 

Join this adult bible study in the Hazel Carol room to help make your Lenten observance more meaningful. 

 

 

Another New Member Class Begins Wed., Mar. 7 

 

Another new member class will begin at 7:30 pm on Wed., Mar. 7, following the Lenten Service. 

 

If you have interest in joining Good Shepherd, please come to this four-week class with Pastor Weitzel during Lent.  New 

members will be received again on Easter Day, April 8. 

 

Annual Meetingð Sunday, February 19, 11:15am, in Driscoll Hall. 

 

All members are urged to attend the Annual Congregational Meeting! 
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Sermon Series on Faithfulness for Lent 
 

During the season of Lent, Pastor Weitzel will preach a series of sermons based on the Faithfulness List that is posted on our sanc-

tuary walls. 

 

ñWhen the prophets issued the call to return to the Lord, what they meant was to move closer to God by being faithful to him,ò 

says Pr. Weitzel.  ñAll calls begin with the call to faithfulness, because it is out of being faithful to God and therefore close to him 

that we begin to discern where it is that God is leading us in our lives and in our church.ò 

 

Pastor will receive some assistance in this preaching task from Pastor Norman Lucas and Pastor Deborah Steed, who will preach 

on some of the Wednesdays in Lent. 

 

The full schedule of sermon themes is as follows: 

 

Feb 22, Ash Wednesday: Being Faithful 

Feb 26, Lent 1:  Put God First 

Feb 29, Wed 1:  Worship Weekly 

Mar 4, Lent 2:  Seek & Do Godôs Will 

Mar 7, Wed 2:  Pray Daily (Pr. Lucas) 

Mar 11, Lent 3:  Study & Know Godôs Word 

Mar 14, Wed 3:  Love & Serve Others (Pr. Steed) 

Mar 18, Lent 4:  Tithe Thankfully 

Mar 21, Wed 4:  Participate in Church (Pr. Lucas) 

Mar 25, Lent 5:  Share the Gospel 

Mar 28, Wed 5:  Repent Unfaithfulness (Pr. Steed) 

Stations of the Cross to Be Led by Pastor 
 

The Stations of the Cross, which have been used as a private devotion during Lent by many of our members, will be led as a group 

devotion several times during the upcoming season.  In addition, a new biblical version of this devotion will be used. 

 

Plans are also being made to make use of new pen and ink line drawings of the Stations that were executed by retired architect 

Jack Monteith, a member of Redeemer Lutheran Church in Bradenton, FL. 

 

The schedule for the Stations being led by Pastor Weitzel is as follows: 

 

Feb. 22, Ash Wednesday, at 6 pm (before the evening service) 

Apr. 1, Palm Sunday, at 11:15 am (following the second service) 

Apr. 5, Maundy Thursday, at 6 pm (before the evening service) 

Apr. 6, Good Friday, at 6 pm (before the evening service) 

 

Copies of the Stations booklet will be available for use by individuals in the narthex throughout the season of Lent, particularly on 

Good Friday, when the church will be open for private devotion from noon to 3 p.m. 

Handbook for the Discipline of Lent 
A ñHandbook for the Discipline of Lentò has been prepared for all Good Shepherd members to assist with their preparation for the 

season of Lent.  Written by Pastor Weitzel, it includes a full schedule of worship services, themes and activities, along with arti-

cles on the meaning of Lent, the Lenten Discipline and how to ñdoò it, and other helpful articles befitting of the season.  The 24-

page handbook will be distributed at worship on Feb. 19, with extra copies available in the narthex after that. 

 



 

Good Shepherd Youth are going to ELCA Youth Gathering in New Orleans this summer for the week of July 18 ï 22, 2012 

To make this trip affordable for all, we have some fundraising efforts planned.  One requires lots of help from the congregation.  

A Thrift Sale is planned for Saturday,  March 31 and we are asking for the following assistance: 

 

¶ Need a storage location to store donations picked up throughout the next 6 months.  If you have a large garage or warehouse 

that could be used for this purpose, we would appreciate the use of it as donation to this effort. 

¶ Is it time to do Holiday cleaning and get rid of items you no longer need?  The Youth would appreciate your donations and 

will arrange a time to pick them up from your house. 

¶ Do you have a truck to transport donated items?  Would like several volunteers so that the effort can be shared. 

Contact Robert Apodaca 813-403-2337 or Deb Oxley 813-601-1094 
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Thanks to All Who Made Our 60th Anniversary A Success! 
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Kristen Chittenden: Marathon for Autism 
 

I'm currently training to run the Rock 'n' Roll half marathon in St. Pete on February 

12th.  Running a half marathon was a New Year's resolution of mine last year, and I'm a 

little late fulfilling it, but better late than never. 

 

In order to give more meaning to my run, I thought it would be nice to raise funds for an 

organization.  One of the organizations that the Rock 'n' Roll marathon website recom-

mended supporting was the Organization for Autism Research (OAR).  When I pulled 

up the OAR website, everything clicked.  I thought of my best friend, Sarah, and the 

music director at my church, Jennifer.  Sarah and Jenn's sons, Trey and Gabe, have au-

tism.  I thought about what a great job they are both doing with their sons and about how 

many other people are going through a similar journey with their autistic children.  I also 

thought about mine and Edward's journey with Grace and her dyslexia.  In that moment, 

I knew that I wanted to support OAR.  I looked at the OAR website and found out the 

$.84 of every dollar is spent on directly on research.  That confirmed that this was the 

organization I wanted to support.  Here's more info on OAR: http://

www.researchautism.org/ 

 

 

My goal is to raise $600. I've only raised $20 so far, but I have until March 12th to raise 

funds.  Please consider donating to this wonderful organization.  No amount is too 

small.  Donating is very simple and secure.  Just go to my secure fundraising website, 

click on donate, and enter your information.  It's as simple as that.  Here's the web-

site: http://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/kristenchittenden/rock-n-roll-st-pete 

 

Please let me know if you have any questions.  Thank you all for supporting me and OAR.  

 

-Kristen Chittenden 

Light & Wonder: 

A Musical Celebration 
Available to download on SoundCloud. 

 

You may now download our annual Christmas Con-

cert online. You may also bring a blank CD to the  

church office and Scott will make you a copy. 

 

 

Instructions: 

 

Go to: 

www.soundcloud.com/gslc 

 

Choose: 

Sets 

 

Listen to, our download songs! 
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